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When we meet next week, I hope we shall sit
continuously on cach of the three days and
perhaps on an extra day per week, so that
the session may bLe brought to an end early
in, or by the middle of, next month,

Question-—put and passed.

House adjourned at 847 p.m.

Negislative Hssembly,

Tuesday, Z0th November, 1923.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m,,
and read prayers.

MR. SPEAKER'S ILLNESS.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitehell
—Northam) {4.31]: Mr. Speaker, before pro-
ceeding with the business of the day I wish
on behalf of the House to say how pleased
we are to see, you back amongst us again,
restored to health

Mr. SPEAKER: I thank you.

SELECT COMMITTEE—PENSION
RIGHTS OF J. B. CONNOLLY,

Report presented.

On motion by Mr. Hughes, report of the
seleet committee appointed to inquire into the
pension rights of J. B, Connolly reccived and
read, and ordered to be printed.

[ASSEMBLY.]

QUESTION—COTTON GROWING
EXNXTERPRISE.

Mr. TEESDALLE agked the Premier: 1,
Will the (fovernment make inquiries as to the
bona fides of an Ameriean delegate (Mr, F.
G. Emery) who recently visited Queensland
in connection with the growing of eotton in
Australia? 2, Are the Government aware that
this delegatc represents  strong ﬁnanc:lal
groups in New York, whose intention is to
arrange the migration of 500 young cotton
farmers from the State of Arizona to take up
land with their own capital in Australia for
growing cotton and general farming? 3, Can
anything be done to get into tonch with these
farmers and place the resources of this State
hefore them with the idea of securing their
settlement in the North-West?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes, 2, The
hon. member told me of the proposal. 3, Yes,
if the resuit of the inquiry referred Yo in
No. 1 is satisfoctory.

QUESTIONS (3)—GROUP
SETTLEMENTS,

Sustenance Payments.

Mr, PICKERING asked the Premier: 1, Is
he aware that considcrable delay takes place
in the payment of sustenance altowance to
group settlers? 2, If so, will he sce that steps
are taken to cxpedite such payments? 3, Is
he also aware that the system of payment
by cheque necessitates the collection of large
amounts by representative group settlers,
which might, through nntoward circumstances,
result in considerable loss to the groups? 4,
If 8o, could not a system of payment in eash
be substituted?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. There was
some delay, but payments are now made at
regulur monthly intervals. 2, Answered by
No. 1. 3 and 4, Payment is by cheque, and
this system cannot be altered.

Furniture and Blankets.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier: 1,
Is it a fact that no provigion is made for ab-
solute necessaries in the way of furniture and
blankets for group settlers, but that any re-
guirements of this nature have to come out of
sustenance allowance? 2, If so, will he con-
sider the desirability of capitalising a suffi-
eient snm for this purpose on similar lines to
the practiec in coumeetion with freights and
fares?

The FREMIER replied: 1, Yes. Loeal
married men have their furniture, cte., before
going on to groups. The Migration Depart-
ment in London has been advised that married
migrants shonld bring the:r bcddmg and cook-
ing utemsils with them. 2, Answered hy No.

Bugselton Show, Holiday.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier: In
view of the faet that Friday, the 14th Decem-
ber, is the date for the Busselton show, will
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he favourably consider the granting of a holi-
day to group settlers to attend this eduea-
tionat function?

The PREMIER replied: Yes, if members
apply for leave, but group members are only
allowed to draw sustenance for days actually
worked. Tf they take a day for this purpose
and wish to be paid the living allowanece, the
time must be made up. It must be remem-
bered that every payment is an advance to the
group member and a charge against his land,

QUESTION—WOOROLOO SANATORIUM.

Mr. LUTEY (for Mr. Marshall) asked the
Coionial Secretary: 1, What was the namber
of inmates at the Woorcloe Sanatorium for
the years ending 30th June, 1921, 1922, and
10237 2, What was the cost per inmate for
e:dch of those three years? 3, For what period
has the hot water system at the instituiion
been out of eommission? 4, Is he aware that
patients in the institution are obliged to earry
and heat water outside for the purpose of
bathing during eold weather? 5, Can he give
a definite or approximate date when the hot
water system will again be in commission?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, 1921, 198; 1922, 165; 1923, 136. 2, 1921,
8s, 9d.; 1922, 8. 10d.; 1923, 9s. 20d. 3, The
hot water system has been entirely cut of com-
mission for abount six weeks, although, owing
to the eorrosion of pipes sections of the in-
stitution have been cut off from the hot water
service for some months past. 4, Patients
oceasionally have had to earry their own hot
water for bathing purposes, 5§, The difficul-

ties in connection with the seenring of eopper *

piping for the restoration of the hot water
serviee have now been overcome. The work
has been authorised, and will proceed immedi-
ately, Tt is antieipated that the whole of the
hot water service will he restored within two
months, but sections of the serviee will prob-
ably be completed in four weeks.

QUESTION—STOCK DISEASE,
MANTLE DISTRICT.

Mr., MeCALLUM (without notice) asked
the Minister for Agrieulture: Will he inform
the Hense what steps the Agricultural De.
partment are taking to cope with the serious
outbreak of disease amongst the dairy herds
in South Fremantle, whether the distriet is
heing quarantined, and whether any milk
from the eows affected is being supplied to
the publie?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE re-
Mied: Striet quarantine measures are being
enforeed nver the area affected, and the Pub-
lie Health Department have beén asked to co-
operate in protecting the public against the
milk being supplied from within this partieu-
lar area, Prompt and almost stringent
measures will be taken to suppress any likeli-
hood of the spread of this disease.

FRE-
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BILL—WEST AUSTRALIAX TRUSTEE,
EXECUTOR, AND AGEXNCY COM-
PANY, LIMITED, ACT AMENDMENT
(FRIVATE).

Received from the Council, and, on motion
by Mr, Mann, read a first time,

BILLS (4)-—-FIRST READING,
1, Land et Amendment,
2, Native Mission Stations.

3, Public Institutions apd Friendly Socie-
ties Lands Improvement Act Amend-
ment.

Introduced by the Premier.
Introdunced by the Premier.

Introduced by the Mlinister for Agri-
culture.

BILL—EOJONUP RACECOURSE,

Read a thir@ time and transmitted to the
Couneil. '

MOTION—GOVERNMENXT
PRECEDEXCE.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [4.47]: T move—

That for the remainder of the session
Government business shall take precedence
of all motions end Orders of the Day on
all gitting days.

This is the usual motion moved at this time
of the year. T assure fion. members that an
opportunity will be foued to deal with all
buginess brooght forward by private mem-
bers, and T shall meet the convenience of
those members who desire to place business
before the House. It is getting late in the
session and, from now on, Government busi-
ness should take precedence over all other
matters on the Notice Paper.

BUSINESS,

Hon. P. COLLTER (Boulder) [4.48]: The
motion is not on all fours with those usually
moved at this period of the session, for we
generally climinate private members’ business
by degrees.

The Premier: As a rule, that motion comes
earlier in the session.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It has been moved
carlier at times. There are a number of mat-
ters brought forward by private members
appearing on the Notice Paper. I have no
objection to the motion, subject to the under-
taking given by the Premicr that private
members will have an opportunity for the
diseossion of their business hefore the session
closes.

Mr, WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [4.49]: Tt
is usual for the Premier, in moving sueh
a motion, to give members some idea of
the programme for the remainder of the ses-
sion, some idea as to how long the Honse will
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sit and what Bills are to be dealt with or
dropped. Bills continue to be intreduced and,
in the ecircumstances, members should have
s¢me information as to what policy the Gov-
ernment intend to pursue regarding the busi-
ness on the Notice Paper.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam—in reply) [+.30]: The business
appearing on the Notive Paper does not con-
tain many items of first c¢lass importance,
and most of the Bilis are continuation meas-
ures, The Bills of whiech I gave notice to-
day should nof take much time, as they deal
with small proposals.

Mr, Willeork: Is there to be 2 new n8808s-
ment fhis session?

The PREMIER: No, there will be no alter-
ation in the Land and Income Tax Act. If
the Jlouse settled down to deal with the
business, we could e¢lear off half-a-dozen of
the Bills in one evening. There may be one
other Bill to be brought forward.

Mr. MeCallum: What about the Redistri-
lLution of Seats Bilit

The PREMIER: That is here now. I will
let the House know as soon as I can whal
will happen regarding that Bill. The finan-
einl prepusala represent the only really im-
portant matter to be dealt with,

Mr. Lambert: The Premier should tell ns
something more Qefinite about the Redistribu-
tion of Scats Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Premier has
replied, and I cannot allow any further de-
bate.

Question put and passed.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1923-24,
Message.

Message from the Governor received and
read transmitting the Loan Estimates for
the year 1923-24, and recommending appro-
priation.

In Committee of Supply.

The House resolved itself into Committee
of Supply for the purpose of considering the
Loan Estimates; Mr, Stubbs in the Chair.

Vote—epartmental, £€91,598:

The PREMIER AND COLONIAL TREAS.
URER (Hon. Sir James Mitehell—Northam)
(4.54]: In introducing the Estimates, T
realise that the Government proposals are
clearly s8s out in the printed Estimates
bhefore hon. wmembers. The State is pro-
gressing, and that fact makes it neces-
sary to faee considerable loan expendi-
ture, In a great undeveloped counntry
such as Western  Anstralin, the task of
finzneing is not quite the same as in older
and more developed countries, There is much
that the Goverument must do. Finaneing just
now is very difienlt, beeause it is impossible
to transter meney tfrom London to Western
Australia, on acemmt of the exchange heing

[ASSEMBLY.]

against us, It makes the task of gov-
crument ditdeult. It must also affect private
activities. The difficulty of getting money
from Lowudon has been greater than ever
during the past few months, The progress
ot the State is «due to expeulditure on prim-
wyy industries and the development, even
though it may be small, of our sccondary in-
dustries.  One thing leads to another and
money spent in these divections sets up a
demnnd in town and city for many facilities,
surh as menns of transport, water supphes,
aint sewerage., Thus, a huge cxpenditure has
fu Le faced in providing these services. These
dimands are unavoidable and in many cases
the works are urgently required, In the coun-
try, too, facitities are wanted; it should not
he otherwise, Before dealing with the figures
[ inteml to place hefore the Committee, it
must be  realised  that all costs are much
hiuler to-day, due to high protection, than
wus the experience in the past, This means
un inereuse in the cost of living aud, in turn,
more expensive working, I hope the Com-
mittee will realize that the ceffect is that the
Government  require more money to de =2
given amunnt of work than was necessary a
few vears ago. Tt will be admitted that the
value of the State is proved. There is noth-
ing we cannot do in Western Australia. Our
250,000 people ean do little beyond what we
gre deing now. Tt is the duty of the Gov-
ermnent to hold the balanee fairly hetween
all peopte and al) intercsts. Regarding the
vost of works, taxation is high becanse alt
vewts are high.  Everything done costs more
thun in the past. All realise this fact, and all
ure doing their best to pass the burden on to
others. The cost vannat be avoided, beeause
it is due to high protection. By increased
production we ean relieve the burden gener-
ally, and ! will ghow how this has been done
te n considerable extent. We have had our
deficits and they have heen unaveidable, since
the war period. I hope we shall see the end
of the deficits before very long. In framing
the Loan Estimates, we must have regard to
the ability of the State to meet interest and
sinking fund charges. This means a searching
inquiry into the ability of cach isvestment
to carry its own toad of ecost—interest and
sinking fund—the nevessity for the expendi-
ture and the result likely to acerne from the
expendituee  on works  that are  urgently
needed.  There must be further inquiry inte
the results likely to acerne from the expendi-
ture of these monreys. For the vonvenicnee of
members 1 have classified the expenditure
uttder four heads. The first is money loaned
lo individoals, that is to say, money bor-
rowed hy the State and lent to individuals
frr whase benefit it was raised and who pay
interest on  it.  The sccoml is money ex-
pended Tor speeial aress, sueh as metropoli-
tun witer supjdy and sewerage for whieh the
usera pay. I have often thought it would be
hetter if the loral autliorities earried out thig
elass of work. Umder our syatem, howewver,
the Government o it, that is to say. we find
the money and we charge for services ren-
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dered, and the money expended is sccured by
the rates imposed to cover the cost of the
Particolar work. Our loan indebtedness is
considerably increased by thig faet, whercas
in Vietoria the Jloan indebtedness is  mueh
lighter because in that State special boards
and loecal authorities borrow for scrvices of
this description. The Government in West-
ern Australia do all work of this nature, with
the result that onr loan expenditure appears
to be much heavier than it is in some of the
other States. The third -classification is
money expended on publie utilities that win
pay something new, and the full cost in the
future. T may mention such works as the
construction of railways and harbours and
other public utilities. The fourth classifica-
tion i3 money that will not carn a direct re-
turn—money spent on roads, bridges, build-
ings, and drainage, in some cases works, too,
for which the user shonld pay. Tf we ecrect
a building the nsers shonld pay sinking furd
during the life of that buikling. The same
thing should oecur in regard to the construe-
tion of roads and bridges and works of
that character. The Loan Estimates provide
for advances to individuals to the extent of
£2,039,500. The amount to be expended for
special areas—interest and sinking fund be-
ing covered by rating and charges--is
£858,930, while on public utilities that shouid
earn  interest and sinking fend  the
total set down is  £954,459. On
roads and bridges and buildings we propose
to spend £621,176. On this we shall get very
little direct return. The total of the Loan
Estimates is £4,474,065. This includes last
year’s Loan Suspense Accomt of £271,217.
The sum to be advanced will inelude an
amount for soldier settlement and also an
amonnt that will be spent under the agree-
ment we have entered into with the British
Government, We shall receive in refunds
from the Federal Government for soldier set-
tlement to cover rebate of interest and losses
a sum of £80,000, being 1234 per cent. on the
expenditure. TUnder the British scheme we
shall get this year £25,000, representing two-
thirde of the intercst on immigration expen-
diture. When we have used the £6,000,000
which has been advanced to us in comnection
with land scttlement under the migration
scheme, we shall have in hand £1,000,000,
This will be used to cover loases on the ex-
penditure of money by the Agricultural Bank.
In connection with the British scheme, there
will be something on account of railway losses
for a few years as well as for roads. I hope
the House will realise that this iz the only
satisfaetory way to deal with the wmoney.
After all, we are nsing the money to guar-
antee the taxpayer as far as we can against
loss. 'We have never been in this position be-
fore. The total loan indebtedness on the 30th
June last was £58,485,854, while the sinking
fund amounted to £B,781,051, leaving a net
loan indebtedness of £49,704,803. I would
like to proint out how this money has been ex-
pended.  On publie utilitics and trading eon-
¢erns the total on the date mentioned came to
£23 924964, On works for spzcial areas, the
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cost of whieh is eovered by rating and charges,
the awmoint is £7,938,029. On advances to
individuals the total is £10,637,%43 and on
roads, buildings and goldfields development.
works that are net direetly interest earning,
the amouvnt is £6,35¥,342. For the four years
ended 3Gth June last we spent on pablic utili-
ties £2170,992; on works for special areas
£1,227937; on advances to individuals
£6,986,487, and on roads and buildings amf
goldfields develoyment £708,532. This year's
cstimated loan expenditure, including last
year’s Loun Svspense Aceomnt expenditure, is
as already stated on public utilities and trad-
ing concerns £854.459; on works for special
areas £858,830: on advances to individuals
£2,039,500, and on roads and bunildings and
goldfields development £621,176. To spend
money on public otilities is one thing; to
spend money on production in order that the
pnblic utilities may he wsed and may be made
to pay is another thing. TInrreased produc-
tion will, of course, bring ouf public utilities
intoe use and give them a better chance to
pay. In 1919 the loss on public ntilities was
£630,000, representing interest on £13,000,000,
Since then we have speni on agricultural de-
velopment £7,359,651. The loss on public
utilities was teduced in the last finanecial year
to £250,821, an improvement since 1919 of
£379,000, morc than the amount represented
by interest on borrowed money loaned, interest
which the general taxpayer does not pay. I
hope hon. members will realise the value of
this expenditure. I know that it has increased
the earnings of the railways and other utili-
ties, and if we continue to spend the money
wisely we cannot fail to get increased traffic.
We cstimate that in the financial year on
whieh we have entered the loss on publie utili-
ties will be £159,000. T trust it will be less.
This improvement has been bLrought about
notwithstanding all onr borrowings since 1919,
The public has had the advantage of the ex-
peniiture of this money and they will eon-
tinue to derive a benefit from it. I have shown
indirect advantage that is gained from this
expenditure; it is probably greater than the
direct advantage. Indirect advantage is shown
in so many ways that one can hardly estimate
it. 'We take interest from the borrowers and
pay interest to the man who lends us the
money. Year by year the expenditure of this
money has inerecasedl preduction. That in-
ereased production provides increased freight
and profit for all seetions of our peorle, If
money is wisely invested in produetion, it means
a permanent inereagse in employment, There ig
no greater work-finder than the man on the
land. His eropping has to be done, and that
means work at the time. Then there is the
transport of heavy guantities of produce, the
handling and the shipping, or if not ship-
ping, the turning of the produce into market-
able eommodities. This wealth remains in the
State, cireulates lere and prsvides work in
all direetions. No trader, susiness man or
worker fails to benefit from the inereased pro-
duetion and the increased trade consequent
unen it. Some of my friends representing the
wheat belt seem to thiuk there is a vast dif-
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ference between the policy of the Government
as applied to the wheat belt and the South-
West. There is no difference whatever in the
policy of advances for farm making. The law
provides for all [and alike. On wheat lands
we advanee money to cover the ecost of clear-
ing, fencing, water supply, houses and other
things. There, where the individual holding
is big and the work is simple, the settler ar-
rangeg for the carrying out of the work. Some
of it he does himself; for the other he em-
ploys men. The Agricultural Bank makes a
contract with the settler based on the current
rate of wages. That is the only system in the
wheat belt. We are spending far more money
in the wheat areas than in the South-West,
and we are anxious thut the wheat farmers
ghould take advantage of the advances we
offer in order to clear further areas. We all
realise that land in the wheat belt can be
brought to the stage of production more
quickly than can land in the South-West, and
we are finding the money neeccssary to do the
work of clearing and to inerease produetion.
1 doubt whether at any previous stage in the
State’s history there was more work in lhand
in the wheat areas than there is to-day. The
systiin adepted 10 the South-West 15 oue
suited to the locality. The cost of clearing is
higher than in the wheat helt, the work of
clearing iz more difficult, and the couditions
are totally different from thoje prevailing
in the lightly timhered conutry, There is
no difference between the methods of making
advances to the wheat farmer and the group
settler. Some people think we are doing more
for the group settlers in the wuay of advances
than we did for the wheat farmer. That is
not so, The group settler is allowed to draw
10s. a day instead of being giver o contract
bared on the errrent rate of wa_es. He works
under control. He iy wnot iwdnted as ix the
wheat farmer. Jie woerks as n member of a
group, and thos his farm is made Yor him,
No man working single-iawted in the South-
West could hope to make a farm for hims-if
in a reasenable period of time, but under
the group system he can. His every effort
is directed to an end, and that end is farm
making by the quickest and cheapest means,
We are not dealing with exjerienced men,
Theie are few experienced men available for
this class of work. Kxperienced men were not
available for the wheat Lelt, cither. We had
to take the hest men we could find and use
the material at our dispowl. We are doing
the same thing to-day in the South-West,
There are no experienced farmers in the world
that ¢an be spared for Austrolin, and zo we
have to mpke farmers of the men offcring.
The momber for Sussex (Mr, Pickvring) saye
that men of experience are available, and that
the work on the group settlements shoull be
done hy them, T know that such men are not
available. We have put 1,500 men on proup
settlements, and I am qt ite sure there were
not available so many men experienced in this
class of work., Tt is necessary to develop the
South-West. The farmers there are directing
their efforts to a definite end—dairying, pig-

rai-ing, and the production of root erops—
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and later on the running of fat stock and the
growing of apples and other fruit, tobaceco,
and hops, will receive attention. But why are
we g0 anxious to develop the South-West just
now? It is heeause we have been paying
large sums of money to the Eastern States to
supply the food we eat. Last year we im-
ported butter, milk, cream and cheese to a
value of £762,121, bacon £156,905, poultry and
eggs £92,211, potatoes £35,882, jams and
preserves £250,050, in all £2,000,000 worth for
the year. How long do we propose to buy our
foodstuffs from our Eastern neighbours? To
produce them they have no  opportnnities
greater than ours. Further, T should like to
know where we are going to get the £2,000,000
to pay for this imported food. Last year we
imported from the Eastern States goods to
the value of £7,000,000, and sent to them
goods to the value of a little over £1,000,000.
The difference represents so mueh cash sent
out of tbe State. How long can we stand
that? To provide that £2,000,000 worth of
food each year would mean £400 per annum
for each of 3,000 settlers. Thus there need
he no fear for that number of settlers, There
are opportunities, too, for exporting butter,
pork, and shecp in any quantity. Some pota-
toes are being sent to the Eastern States, and
it seems fitting that we should be able to
supply them with some of the commodities
they lhave been sending us. Later on, we
should be able to export fruit in greater guan-
tities, Sceing that we are spending a good
deal of money on group settlement, members
should know that the control of the work is
in very good hands. it is enfrosted to a
board with Mr, MeLarty at its bead, and with
him are Mr. Anketell, executive engineer; Mr.
Rivhardson, controller of group settlement;
Mr. Courtenay, accountant; Mr. Anderson,
stores; anmd Mr, MeCay, in charge of the
elerivnl work., 1t has been arranged that an
engineer or the Works Department shall sit
with the hoard and advise on questions of
drainage and read constiuction. All these
offivinly, who are watching the work, are com-
petent men.  Then we have a field officer in
cach centre with assistants to ¢ontrol the men.
Although the list may sonnd somewhat formid-
able, the cost of administration is probably
the lowest of that of any department.

Hon., I'. Collier:
of the groups!?

Tie PREMIER: Yes; I think it is the lovw-
ot un record for work of this deseription.
The men I have mentioned are thoroughly ex-
juvrienced in the work of preparing farms.
On. the groups we have nearly as many men.
women and children as are settled in the
towns of Northam and York, aml Northam
probably has more than uny other town in the
State. The wants of all these people have to
he supplied; the settlers have to he controlled
and catered for chiefly by road transport. So
wr have undertaken a hig work. 1 wish to
acknowledge the work done by the officials,
and I would like te acknowledge, too, the
wonderful way in which the group settlers
have responded to the call of the men in con-

You mean for the whole
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trol. We have cxperienced surprisingiy little
trouble, Here and there we find a man that
grumbles a little, but on the whole the settlers
have Feen simply wonderful. Under the sys-
tem the members of the growp can make it
impossible for any one of their number that
will not work to remain on the group, and I
do not think they like to have amongst them
a man who is alwavs grumbling. I assure
members that these men have worked well. A
candidate for election to another place said
the group settlers were not working and were
not earning half a crown a day. T assure
him, the House, and the public generally that
these men are working well, What wonld
have been the position of the conntry if the
wheat farmers had not worked? What will
happen if the group settlers do not work?
They are working as hard as are any men in
the State. Apart from the work allotted to
them, many of them have improved land that
had not been tonched by ws to any great ex-
tent. The other day I saw group settlers
working on their home sites. It was Sunday,
too. I did not tell them they were breaking
the law. The law states that one must go
to church on Sunday, and may be fined for not
doing so. 1 am glad to tell members of the
effort these settlers are making. The land is
carefully selected by Mr. H. Brockman and
other expert officers. The settlement that will
take place from now onward will be on lighter
timbered country than that with which we
have been dealing. The land adjaéent to the
line at Pemberton is pretfy heavily timbered,
but mueh of the land along the railway au-
thorised to be built is more lightly timbered,
though it will need to be drained.

Mr. Willeock: What is the average cost per
acre?

The PREMIER: T have not the fignres be-
fore me. An hon. member asked that ques-
tion a little while ago and@ I supplied the
information. The cost of railway censtruction
will be met with the cheapest money the State
has ever had, in that we shall be paying one-
third of the interest, while the British and
Federal Governments undertake the responsi-
bility for the other two-thirds for five yecars.
Wages and costs cannot be and will not be
as they once were, owing largely to high
protection, which means an enhanced cost for
all commodities, and dearer living. Every-
thing is affected by the tariff. I am a protee-
tionist, but I eonsider the present tariff un-
necessarily high. So long as we submit to
high protection, we mnst be prepared fo nay
for it. It is the experience of the Govern-
ment as well as that of private people that
eosts generally are mueh higher than they
used to be. We have to faee the position as
it is. Our lands are now being developed at
a mueh higher cost than Eastern States lands
in the years gone by, We have to see to 1t
that we produce at least what we eat; we
should produce a great deal more for export.
I do not kmow how it is thati over so many
years we have been able to pay away so
much for the very food our pinnle nave
eaten
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. Mo Willeock: The gold-mining industry
did a lot towards that. )

The PREMIER: Yes. When we were pro-
ducing from five to eight millions of sove-
reigns annually, we had plenty of money to
pay for food, Western Australia would he
o very rieh Btate indeed if from the days of
the gold fiscoveries we had been able to sup-
ply vur own requirements in the way of food.
I have alrendy referred to the work heing
done in the Houth-West by the men for whom
the Committer are asked to approve some of
thi loan money. Those who say that the
men are not working faithfnllv, are saying
what is not right. The money being expended
in the South-West is being expended wisely.
As vegands the North-West, we know that
there are cattle stations und sheep stations,
and we know that from the sea peart shell
an¢l pearls are got. Further we know that
a turtie industry has been established, and
that some whaling is going on. Everyboily
is preatly concerned abont the settlement of
that part of Australin, one reason- being that
we need people to settle there in order to
defend the North. I hope we shall get men
with money to develop the tropieal section
of this State. We must do things there in
the same orderly fashion as they are now
being done in the South-West. Suobject to
the advice of the expert, Mr. Wise, and others
who have reported on the Wyndham distriet,
we should endeavour first of all to get settlers
there to grow cotton, which it has been
proved is no longer an experiment. America
obtains many millions of money from the
cotton-growing industry. Fruits, too, should
he grown for our own market in the Wynd-
ham distriet. I should like to see the firat
hundred setticrs put there engage in produe-
tion of that kind. Wyndham is a centre with
wharves and water supply, and has power for
industry; and therefore it could be better
used to-day than any other centre for this
particular work. Our first aim shouold be to
establish at Wyndham a colony of 100 settlers,
The land on the river being subject to floods,

-the selection will have to be carefully dome.

Subjeet to that, men can be put in {therve just
as they are being established in the South-
West. Once the worth of sueh indusiry has
been proved, we shall be able to build round
the original colony of 100 settlers until the
1and near the port has been absorbed.

Mr, Willeock: Will you take the land on
the river front from the pastoral lessees?

The PREMIER: We shall have te do so.
That is provided for. Having established
around Wyndham ag many wmen as that centre
will earry, with due regard for the question
of transport, we would utilise other centres.
At Carnarvon there is a rainfall of 60 inches,
and the soil s particularly good. Around
other harbours of the North-West, too, the
soil is soitable for the cultivation of tropical
fruits and cotton. Working from north to
south, one could try experiments at other
centres. T dlo not know why it is so, but this
kind of eultivation is very attractive, ani
probably we shali find that other products—
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tea, coffee, rubber—can be grown in the
North-West, if capital can be introduced to
egtablish such industries. The ceatres well
known to have a good rainfall should be
utilised first, and in those circumstances
settlement in the North would really mot be
in the nature of an experiment. The only
way to conquer the problem is to deal with
it as we dealt with the settlement of the
wheat belt and are now dcaling with the
settlement of the South-West. Careful selee-
tion of seftlers will, of courge, be essential.
In determining what can be done with the
lands of the North, we must have proper re-
gard for the climate. Too often when we
bring experts here to report, they come along
and see the land, talk with the people of the
loeality, and probably turn up the records
of rainfall, and then make their reports. It
is not possible for a man after a hrief visit
to a distriet to declare what it ean grow.

Mr. Willeock: A lot of notice was taken
of Colonel Evans. Tlg¢ did not know much
about it.

The PREMIER: I think Colonel Evans was
a first-class man.

Hon, P. Collicr: The whole thing was
stopped on his report, although he was mot
therc very long.

Mr, Willeock: He blasted the prospeets of
the North-West for a couple of ycars.

Hon, P. Collier: He certainly gave the
North-West a set-back.

The PREMIER: [t is not fair to ask a
man to report unless he knows the climatic
conditions. We all know that climate is an
important factor, but we do not all realise
how important it is to plant-growth, Experts
who report should stay a scason at least.

Hon. P. Cellier: And we need to be very
judicious in the seleetion of experts.

The PREMIER: Tndeoubtedly. Still, one
must be geided Iy exports in these matters;
and we have a very good man now, Feur or
five tons of cotton grown hy station owners
and by the Forrest River Mission have arrived
at Fremantl> from Wyndham, and will Le
sent Home in a few days. Tt is very good
cotton, and T have no doubt it will be appre-
ciated. There is no question that tropieal
plants can he grown at Wyndham. There
onght to e a great fishing industry in the
North-Weest. - T do mot know that British
people are suitable for scttlement in  the
North, but T do know that we can get people
with white faces from other parts of the
world whe would be able to help uns to da-
velop that part of the State, and would be-
come ‘good Australians in a very little time.
When suitable men are obtained we shall
find that the sea will give up, year by year,
a gfreat deal of wealth. The member for
Roshovrne {Mr. Teesdale) necessarily knows
more al'out the North-West than T do. As
members are aware, he has had much experi-
ence in the North-West—in mining, in store-
keeping, on the land, on the sea, and in the
water. Now that he is associnted with the
memher for Cooleardie (Mr., Lambert), his
adviee regarding the develorment of the
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North-West will be greatly sought and will
prove of much value. Most of the railways
for which the Committee will be asked to pass
money on these Estimates are of long-standing
authorisation, the principal exceptions being
the Pemberton-Denmark and Piawaning
Northward lines. The working railways, too,
require money for additional rolling steck n
view of -the coming harvest, which we antiei-
pate and hope will be a record. At Geraldton
the Government are carrying out a promise of
Iong standing for the improvement of the
harbour, There is also some harbour werk
to be done at Bunbury. Silting of the har-
hour there has created a serious position,
and one whieh involves the State in much ex-
pense. We have to be continually deepening
the Bunbury harbour in order to admit vessels
of greater draught from year to year,

Mr, Wilson: Who was responsible for put-
ting that breakwater there?

The PREMIER: A Scotchman.

Mr, Wilson: Woll, he did not do his job.

The PREMIER: He may have been a
Cornishman, At gll cvents, he was not an
Anstralian. The Bunbury breakwater is a
very good breakwater, but I do not know
that it is doing the work it was expected to
de. For our very long coastline we have very
few harbours, and must make the most of
them. Geraldton is 250 miles north of Fre-
mantle, and Bunbury 100 miles south, and
then there is Busselton, another 30 miles
away, After that there is a distance of 250
miles right round the coast before one reaches
the harbour of Albany. Necessarily, money
must be spent on harhour accommodation.
The metropelitan water supply and sewerage
are provided for, as are also tramway cxten-
sions, in every instance an urgently needed
work that sould have been undertaken long
ago but for the high cost of material and
money. T would agnin peint out that the
ugsers of these works have to pay for them.
This expenditure should not appear in Gen-
eral Loan Fund, for it is a special work for
a special arca. However, when we have a
tramway syslem we must mect the needs of
the people; it ig idle te have such a system
and nwot extend it.

Hou. W, C. Angwin: But you should not,
build trams alongside railways, Yon ought
to Fuill them where there are no railway
acilities.

The PREMTER: My friend does not praed
tier what lLe preaches. Tn his eclectorate iy
the onlv agrievltural framway in the State,

Hon. W. €. Augwin: If your trnmway1
raid as well as that does, they would be al
right.

The PREMIER: MMy friend’s tramway alk
mast ruiis over the railway. Some time aga
a cow fell on it. That has never happened o
a Governmeni tramway. The construction of
these tramway exteusions will be undertaker
as soon as possible, It must be remembere]
that those whe work the longest hours am
rot the least oay have to live the furthet
away from their work, and so have the great
est need for tramways. We have expended %

1
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the metropolitan area on water supply and
sewerage £2.426,376, on tramways £839,304,
and on eleetricity supply £701,388, or a total
of £3,967,158. This, of course, has been due
to the growth of the metropolitan area. An-
other facility to be attended to is that of
abattoirs. Provision i3 made for this. The
expenditure is mnecessary because of the in-
creasing population and because the time has
come to instal better facilities. Cold stor-
age is an uvgent necessity, It is proposed
to add eold storage and further kill-
ing facilitis at Midland Junction. Then,
too, it is proposed to make arrangements with
the Westraliann Meat Works to kill for the
Fremantle end of the metropolitan area under
conditions that cannot be improved uwpon

Hon, W. C, Angwin: Anybody wonld be
prepared te build abattoirs if you would find
the money for it, as you did for the Wes-
tralian works.

Hon. P. Collier: The exceutive were lucky
to get that thing through before they were
tossed out.

The PREMIER: T do¢ unot know about
that. Hon. members must realise that it is
proposed to kil the meat under better con-
ditions for the metropolitan area. At Mid-
land Junetion cold storage will be added, and
it is proposed to enter into arrangements
with the Westralian Meat Works, where cold
storage is adequate and the eonditions up-to-
date. However, it will mean a further loan
of £15,000 to make it possible for the works
to kill for the metropolitan area.

Hon. P. Collier: Another £15,000!

Mr. Hughes: T see their interest is in
ATrEars now,

The Minister for Agriculture:
a business arrangement.

Mr. Hughes: Well, that is something new.

The PREMIER: If the Honse vote this
money, the Westralian Meat Works will be
usad for the advantage of the metropolitan
area. The agreement will be laid on the Table
of the Hense. If the money be not voted, of
course the project cannot be gone on with,
but it is necessary that our meat should be
killed under the best conditions and with eold
storage. If the advance be agreed to, the
works will be leased. This is a much cheaper
way of getting the meat handled than by
building works ourselves.

Mr. Lambert: Tt is a cheap let-out for the
other people.

The PREMIER: We have no quarrel with
the other people. But for them the Govern-
ment would have had to ereet export meat
worka at Fremantle. The company have spent
b great deal of their ovm money, and T think
they ought to be encouraged in that.

. Mr. Lutey: They spent a lot of ours, too.

Mr. Hughes: They will get the profits,
vhile we get the minimum interest.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You are throwing
wer those who have already expended money
m abattoirs down there.

. The Minister for Agriculture:

No, we are
iot.

It is purely.
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The PREMIER: All people down there
will be well looked after by their members.
This iz the cheapest and casiest way by which
the work ean be done under improved con-
ditions. Charges against the butchers will be
slightly higher, but the facilities needed for
the proper killing and care of meat will be
provided.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The charges will be
slightly higher against the consumer.

The Minister for Agriculture: No, not one
gerap higher,

The PREMIER: When we come to the
votes, the Minister for Agriculture will ex-
plain just what it will mean to the con-
sumer.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: When we get this
¢hilled meat going, we shall not want cold
atorage.

The Minister for Agriculture:
shall,

The PREMIER: Coming to migratien,
T might remind hon. members that the State
is not responsible for any part of the fare.
We are settling British people under the
£6,000,000 scheme. The British Empire Set-
tlement Act limits assistance to half the cost
of any scheme up to 15 years. Thus, the
British anthorities have voted only £1,500,000
for the first year and £3,000,000 for subse-
quent years. I got all that I eould from them
while I was at Home, and pretty diffienlt I
found it. Now, of eourse, it has hecen sng-
rested that we might order material from
Home, and the British Government pay
three-quarters of the interest on the money.
for five years.

Hon. W, €. Angwin: 1Tt was not vrry
gencrous of the Prime Minister of Anstralia
to put forward other Stotes as against curs.

The PREMIER: That does not matter,
We shall get our share of whatever may be
going. Under Mr. Bruee’s proposal I should
like to get fending wire for our people. 1L
hope we shall be able to make some use of
that secheme. However, ust now I am deal-
ing with migration. I have suggested to the
British Government that they take the risk
on money advanced to British people for land
settlement in this State. "We could then do
much more for them, not only by absorbing
their surplus people, but by providing a mar-
kot for them for all time.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Mr. Bruce declared
that the other States offered better advant-
ages to British migrants.

The PREMIER: I am not responsible for
what he said. T£ the British Government will
join in, fake the risk and find the money, we
shall be able to do a great deal for them,
and 1 am certain the result will be very fine
indeed. Already much work and trade has
resulted from the settlement of the land, 1
agree that we do want secondary industries.
Also we should like to see increased activity
on the goldfields.

Mr. Lambert: What about putting half
a million on the Estimates for mininz? ’

The PREMIER: Well, even that might he
done. The Agricultural Bank ig doing a great

Oh yes, wo
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deal for the developmeat of our land. Last
year the bank authorised £1,105,314. Of that
amount £3875,249 wus for clearing alone. lor
the first four months of this year the bank
authorised £384,300, of which £210,230 was
for clearing, £28,296 for fenecing, £18,956 for
water supply, and £24,497 for buildings. We
want to double our wheat production just us
quickly as possible. Soldicr settlement lvans
approved to date total £5412. The expendi-
ture to the 30th September last was, througn
the Agricultural Bank £4,518,625, and through
the Lands Department £1,146,631, or = total
of £3,0665,256. The Agricultural Bank ap-
provals amounted to £5,180,016. TUp te the

15th  July of last year we hal 21
groups  and 282 proup  setilers.  During
1921 scven groups were established, Tn 1922

37 groups were established, and this year to
date we have established 42, or a tetal of 86
groups with 1,628 zettlers. The expenditure
on the groups, apart from roads, has heen
£637,212 and on roads £5%,832. Al tlis ex-
penditure is necessary for the development of
a vast and wet territory.

Ton. P, Collicr: That total of 1,628 repre-
sents men, women and children?

The PREMIER: No, settlers; heads of
fawilies, Theve are in all on the groups
rome 6,000 men, women and children. The
proposal to cxpend this vast swn of mouey
is due to the faet that we must very larzely
inerease primary produeetion, and must spend
money on works necessary to mect the grow-
ing necds of a growing population. We must
have increased money for the increased work.
I1f we conld revive the goldfields, what a won-
derfrl thing it would be! On the goldfields
w> have expended enormous sums on railways.
water supplies, public buildincs and adminis-
tration, sufficient to mcet the requirements of
a gold yield of nesrly nine millions, whereas
now the yield is only £2,500,000. So, it will
be seen that all the State’s expenditure on the
goldfields can he made reproductive only if
the goldfields revive. Our secondary induos-
tries are coming, lut under great diffieulties.
Notwithstanding the high protection enjoyed
by Australin against the rest of the world, we
have no prolection for onr local manufactures
as against the established industries of the
TEastern States. We have to compete without
any assistance except in matters of freight,
with the eastern people. Every manufacturer
here is compelied to do that. The eastern
manufacturer had to he protected against the
astablished factories of the world when he
began to build up secondary indnstries. Weo
have here some courageous men who are doing
splendi@ work in establishing secondary in-
dustries. There is some loan money for edu-
rotion, and there is also a2n amount set down
for the agricultural eollege, and for the com-
pletion of a building at the university. An
agricultural eollege is a necessity. We ought
to trzin our own yeung pecple, and to have
some means of training our own agrieultural
exrerts. Agrienltural advisers will be
wrnted for all time. There is also an amount
for read making. The Federal people have
offered £96,000, if the State will provide a
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similar

amount,  This s to be used
for main road making. The heavy
motor  trafic  in  the State has  made
it impossible  for  leeal anthorities to

keep their roads in deeent repair. The effeet
ot the triflic around Derth, Geraldton, Bun-
.bury, Northam, Albany, and other big centres
18_more than the loecal authorities ean cope
with. The roads ave, therefore, getting into
a bad state of repair. It is hoped that the sum
of nearly £200,000 will do a yood deal in help-
ing to improve the ronds that are radiating
from the centres. 1f the -money is made avail-
ahle year hy yenr, as time goes on we shall be
able to extend this expenditure over g great
many miles of our roads, and in that way im-
prove them.

Mr. Willeock: We have heen waiting for
a leng time for this money.

The PREMIER: Yes. Wg had to snbmit
1'roposals for the expenditure io the Tederal
Minister for Works. No approval has yet
come back, and they have questioned what we
proposed to do.  Une of the (ommonwealth
engineers i3 coming here to eonsult with our
oywn officers over the matter. It is so ditfieult
to borrow money that the Foderal authoeritics
are not in a great hurry to find this sum. Tt
is not easy to borrow money within the Com-
monwealth,

Mr, Willeock:
lion.

The PREMIER:
million out of two millions required. We have

South Awnstralia got a mil-

a redemption loan of £1,000,000 £alling due in !
January, borrowed years age, and we have to

find the nioney for that. 1 lhave something to
suy abonf the goldficlds water supply. The
total eost iz £3,445,024, and the sinking fund
is £2,846,458.
=0 far ns we can work it out, that the eapiinl
will stand at £945,024, to which must he
added whatever other lean money is expended
in the meantime. There will be a sinking
fund of £469,]J43 against that amount. Some
nf the loans were not all raised at the one
fime, and were not all raised in London. The
mining position to-day is such that we feel
some relief must be given to the industry.
We propose, therefore, to reduce the water
charges to the extent of £45,000 per apnum.

Mr. Willeock: To the mines?

The PREMIER: Yes. This proposal will
no doubt meet with the approval of members.

Mr. Lutey: We shall have to consider it in
view of the award. We shall not want much
water.

The PREMIER: I devourtly hope the mines
will want it. We do not want to argue about
that now.

Mr. Lutey:
award.

The PREMIER:
award.

Mr. Willeock: We shall discuss the award
in eonnection with the water husiness.

The PREMTER: I would have no objee-
tion if members did so.

Mr. Lambert: It is a pity we cannot
drown the award.

AJl sections disapprove of the

I am not discussing the

T
H

That State raised ono:

The position in 1927 will be, |
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The PREMIER: This amount, and a simi-
Jar amount each year for the next three years,
will be added to the outstanding charge
against the work in.1927. The position will
then be that the woik will be costing about
£800,000, on which the interest will be about
£48,000, and sinking fund £4,000, making an
annual payment of £52,000, as against the
charges to-day amounting to £91,599 per
annum. If the goldfields had maintained
their vast consemption of water it would
have been a simple matter to reduce the
price, bt in view of the falling off of cou-
sumption exeh year it has been a diffienlt
matter for ihe Minister for Water Supply
t0 make any reduetion. We propose, how-
ever, to rednce the charges to the mines and
to the householders in the way I have indi-
cated. With regard to the Midland railway
line, valnations have been made, and pegotia-
tiong will be carried on in London with the
representatives of the Midland Railway Com-
pany by Mr. Colebateh, the Agent General,
who knows all the facts, ‘There is a vast
difference between the Government valuations
and the company’s valuations, and it is necss-
sary that someone in London should negotiate
with the authorities on the spot,

Mr, Chesson: The final aect will take place
here.

Mr. Lambert: It will be subject to the
approval of Parliament.

The PREMIER: Members may be quite
certain of that. XNo offer will be accepted
without the approval of Parliament, and it
would not he right to aceept any whether we
eould do so or mot. Negotiations in eonnec-
tion with 2 big sale like this must, of neces-
gity, take time,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If the price iz a fair
one I advise you to close with it. Parliament
will vote the money after.

The PREMIER: We cannot do that with-
out consulting PParliament. No purchase will
be effeeted without that apprdval. There is
nothing to be gained by doing otherwise.
Mr. Colebateh will conduct the negotiations,
and we shall know what the best oifer is.
There are many considerations in connection
with the purchase of the line, There is not
only the line itself, but the land, and there
is land that has been sold by the ecom-
pany subjeet to coniracts. These contracts
would have to be takem over by the Govern.
ment. The consnltations at the other end
must have regard to all these matters.

Mr. Lambert: The Midland Company ought
to be told they are the biggest squeaking
curse that ever came to this country. At
every annwal meeting they squeak,

Mr. Latey: The Chamber of Mines are
worse than they are.

The PREMIER: There will be a good time
in store for some of these pentlemen before
this discussion is over. I do pot kmow about
the company being a squeaking curse. The
directors have said things in London about us
which they should not bave said. They have
spoken adversely of the Government railwavs
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50 miles away from their own, whereas thig
has not made an ounce of differenee to them.
When they got their concession the Murehi-
son goldficlds were not thought of, and wo
traffic there was contemplated when they got
their rights.

Mr. Lambert: Tt is a shame they are
allowed to broadeast lying statements about
Western Australia.

The PREMIER: I discussed with the
chairman uf the company in London wwhat
had bheen said about thiz State, and I hono
no more of the statements will be made, It
was wrong for the directors to have said what
they did. .

Hon, P. Collier: They slandcred the State.

The PREMIER: There was no justificution
for these statements. They did slauder us,
and did us a lot of harm,

Mr. Lambert: The chairman ought to bave
his beard trimmed.

The PREMIER: We have no control over
the utterances of some of our friends who sit
quite close to ns, and we have nome over
people as far away as the Midland Railway
Company directors. I do nof think they are
unfriendly to us now. When directors have
to answer for the resnlts of a great invesi-
ment before a big body of shareholders, aud
if they think someone ¢lse is responsible and
not they, they will of course lay the blame
at the door of the other fellow,

Hon. P. Collier: Tt is the sort of explana-
tion we wonld make to the eleetors.

The PEEMIER: QOur electors are int lii-
gent and watehful, and they know the valve
of cvery one of our acts, In the 0ld Coun-
try the people do not kmow.

Mr. Willcock: They never stand up to
their obligations.

The PREMYER: It is one thing in ask
other people to stand up to all they have
promised to do. .

Mr, Willcock: And not do it yoursclt.

The PREMIER: Tt is quite another t-ing
to do onesclf all one should do. We foraer
our own faults so readily and ehearfulle, hng
do not forget the faults in others quit: so
easily. The loan expenditore I have outlined
is necessary becaugse of the growing nnrly
of the State. The amount scems biv, but it
is largely due to the added cost of cvery-
thing we do. Costs are not likely to come
down for a long time, but we have to go
on with the work of development. A gr at
deal of the money i3 to be loancd to other
people. We can use the collective rredit of
the people for the development of onr innds
and our industries, so long as the taxnavera
have not to foot the bill. Members will find
that is the position with the werks thar - re
now proposed. The advantage will e with
the taxpayer, and the payments will b~ made
principally by those who use onr money in
this work of development and production.

Progress reported.

Sitting sucpended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
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ANNUALL ESTIMATES—1923-24.

Report of Committee of Ways and Means
adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES—STATE
TRADING CONCERNS.

In Commitiee.

. Resumed from 8th November; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair.

Division—State Ferries, £8,916-——agreed to.
Division—State Hotels, £52,465:

Hon, W, C. "ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [7.38]): If there is any seetion of
‘the Government Departments that should be
inquired into this session, it is the Stite
hetels branch, If members have perused the
report of the Public Service Commissioner,
who eonducted an inquiry a little whilé ago,
they must come to the conclusion that the
munagement is rotten. .

Mr. Underwood: Rotten or rétting?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Both, When the
State hotels were started, it was given out to
the publie that if there was any becaefit to
he obtained from the supply ot good liguor,
it woulil be secured at the State hotels. The
Commissiouer’s report indicated that adult-
eration has heen rampant and the report of
the Government Analyst is very stronz on
that point.

The Colonial Seetetary:
taken place locally.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: We have nothin~
to do with that just now, but we have much
to do with the State hotels. On looking care-
fully through the evidence, I find that a geol
deal, if not all, of the adulteration is carriel
out at the head office.

Mr. Chesson: That is where the liquor i
hroken down,

Bon. W. C. ANGWIN: That is so, anl
the Government Analyst says that some of
the liquor taken from the head oflice store
was found to be adultcrated below the stand-
ard stipulated by the Licensing Aect.

Mr. Underwood: The liquor was badly
blended and there was misrepresentation.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am coming to
that too. We find alsdb that the State Hotels
Department put up a special brand of whisky.
They mixed Sceoteh and Auwstralian whiskies
and called the result the State hotel bulk
whisky. They did that for the purpose of com-
mitting a iraud on the people who patronised
the State hotels. They used a 6d. brand which
was mixed with a 1s. brand of whisky, and
charged 1s. for the mixture. That shows
ciearly that these officials have acted fravdu-
lontly. If this had been dome in a private
hotel, the manager would have been dismissed.
The report of Dr. Simpson, the Government
Analyst, set out that the sample of tiquor
dealt with was not genuine and had been
adunlterated with water. There are a num-
ber of similar reports showing that the liquor
has been adulterated below the standard pre-
seribed by the existing legislation. Report

That has always
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after report by the Government Analyst shows
clearly that it is a common practice for adul-
teration of lquor to be carried out in the
State hotels. It is a strange feature that the
late Government Inspector of Liquors who,
in eonsequence of the new Livensing Act, was
removed from that position, has now been
appointed Inspector of State hotels. Yet
that gentleman vas the one respounsible, ae-
eording to the cvidence, for the watering
down of the spirits, He is the man who must
carry the respensibility, Further than that,
ne eharge was Jaid in connection with the
State lotels for some eonsiderzble time past
until that change was made. It looks sttanga
to me that immediately the present officer
taok over his position, he lodged 4
complpint apainst the State hotels which
were  nnder  the  control of the late
Chicf Inspector, In iny opinion, the man
wlo was responsible for the adultera-
tion is the man who, as Chief Lnspector of
Liquers, had contrel at that time,  Somcone
hald to earry the blame, and the vesult was
thut two barmen were sacked,

The Colenial Seeretary: A manager anid a
burman.

Mz. Underwood: The office boy should have
been sacked, too!

Hon., W. C. ANGWIN: Someone had to
be made the scapegoat. Right through the
evidence it shows that the adulteration took
pace at the head office.

The Promier: That is not established by
the evidence; the adulteration varied at the
different hotels.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: A reason is given
for that, nan.ely, that the bottles were dirty.
When the liquor taken from those hotels was
analysed, the same result was obtained fromn
the aualysis as was obtained in eonneetion
with the liquor taken from the head office.
The musty colouring was said to Ge duve to
the dirty bottles. Perhaps that is the reason
why a barman and a manager were dismissed.
The responsibility attaehes only, in my
¢pinion, to the officials at the head office.
Parliament should take action for the protec-
tion of the public, and get rid of those in
eharge of the State hotels.

The Premicr: We should get rid of the
State hotels.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Let me tell the
Premier we did not establish the State hotels;
it was the Premier’s party who did that.

The Premier: Not my party. You are
wrong there.

Hon, W, G, ANGWIN: There is another
matter to which I will draw attention. Some
strong communications have passed of late
between the State Hotels Department and
Seppeit & Co. I moved for the tabling of

the papers the other day, and T find
that, Dhecause this firm asked for the
payment of an amount of approximately £38
ountstanding  since 1813, they have heen
debarred from the trade altogether, Sep-
peits  were of the opinion that they
were mnot secvring fair treatment, such

as was extended to other wine and spirit
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merchants. In order to test their position in
connection with the ‘State hotels they put in
a special price for wine. The trade whole-
sale price for that particular line was 12s. 3d.
per gallon, and Seppelts quoted 7s. 6d. for it.

The State Hotels Department turned
down the firm, showing conclusively—at
any rate it was prima faeie evidence

—that Seppelts were marked, because they
had claimed an aceount which was justly
due to them. The first letter sent by the
firm merely pointed out to the department
that the account had been outstanding for a
long time, and that the auditors were demand-

ing an explanation as to why it was not paid. -

The letter stated—

You will note that this account has been
current in our books since March, 1915,
and although we have repeatedly made ap-
plication for a settlement we have received
uo respouse.

c Mr. Teesdale: How much was the aceount
or?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Tt was for £36 8s, 5d.
originally, It had been going on continu-
ally. The firm’s letter to the Department
continnes—

We have now received definite instrue-
tions from our auditor that a full explana-
tion of why the account has not been set-
tled must be handed to him on or before
the next balance, the 20th April this year.

There is nothing wrong in regard to that
letter. The reply of the manager of the State
hotels was this—

You draw attention to the fact that the
amount has been current in your books since
Mareh, 1915, and that you repeatedly made
elaims for settlement without response.
have been through the files of this depart-
ment and [ have questioned the staff, and
I can find no trace whatever of any claims
ever having been made, nor indeed am I
aware of any request for settiement.

That seems all right, but I have here a copy
of the accounts as they were rendered month
after month., The fact remains that no notice
whatever was taken of them. Eventeally this
wag written by the Department—

Your claims for the year 1915 ecannot in
any sense be verified at this stage in this
office, and@ unless you can produce docu-
mentary evidence, it will be usecless to pro-
ceed further in the matter. Regarding
claims for casks since January, 1918, T will
endeavour to verify your account, and if
this can be dome, I will either return the
casks or make a settlement.

Xo further action was taken, but there is a
certain gentleman in this town who deals in
casks and he took 13 casks to Seppelts for
sale. By arrangement the money paid for the
cagks had to be transferred to tbe persoms
who owned them, and consequently the State
hotels cheque was kept for the amount due to
the firm. XNext day when Seppelts came to
examine the casks they found that one of
them was a disputed cask, and which the State
hotels manager sajd ecould not be found. Ap-
parently beeause the firm has laid a complaint
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in regard to the matters I have related, they
were hoyeotted by the manager of the State
hotels. They were boycotted because they
claimed merely what was due to them. I find
in the margin of one of the letters sent by
Mr. Campbell, the manager, ‘*No knowledge
of the accounts in this office.’’ The manager
of Sep)elts wrote stating—

The account has been rendered practi-
cally every month while at the request of
your Mr. Jennings, a full and detailed
statement wag forwarded in August laat and
addressed as usual to ‘‘State Hotels De-
partment, Perth.”’ When s